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RULES AND INFORMATION

This rulebook is in ASL at www.nfdeaf.com   Also additional written copies of this rulebook can be downloaded from the same website.

 “Deaf Arts” is a new discipleship tool and annual competition of the National Deaf Culture Fellowship (NF) of the Assemblies of God (AG) designed to help young people discover, develop, and use their ministry gifts in the area of the arts.  It uses American Sign Language as the primary language, and is loosely based on the AG “Fine Arts Festival”.  Each participant will be evaluated by qualified Christian Deaf professionals, educators, and ministers to encourage excellence and offer ideas for improvement.

A)  All Deaf Arts participants must follow the rules, either written or in ASL.  It is the responsibility of each participant to know the rules of this event. No other person will be held responsible for a participant’s lack of information.  By signing the registration form, pastors, leaders, parents, and students say: 
1. They have understand and agree to follow the rules of this event. 
2. They will accept the decisions of the evaluators and coordinators as the final decision.

B)  For 2010, there is a national level “exhibition” competition that will be held during the National Deaf Convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota on June 21-26, 2010.  There is no district level or regional level competitions that will be held.  Competition and judging will happen on June 22-23, 2010.  Results and awards will be announced on Friday, June 25th, 2010.

C)  Participants must have already for 6 months or more regularly attended an AG Deaf Church or AG church with a Deaf ministry.  The name of your home church must be entered on the registration form.  It also must be signed by a pastor or youth pastor.  If the participant is under age 18, parent signature is also required.

D)  Age limits -- participants must be between the ages 14 to 21 on June 21, 2010 to enter the new Deaf Arts youth competition. 

E) Registration deadline - registration form must be submitted no later than May 15th, 2010.F) Three different categories will be used for this year of 2010 – they are:
	1)  ASL solo – storytelling, sermon, drama, song, or poem.
	2)  ASL group – storytelling, drama, song, or poem.
	3)  Two-dimensional art -- drawing, painting, photography, or graphic design.
G)  Three Deaf judges will use score sheets to evaluate each participant’s entry.  The following ratings are given to each presentation at the Deaf Arts evaluation:
Up to 25 points 	Fair
26 – 30 points 		Good
31 – 35 points 		Excellent
36 – 40 points 		Superior (Best)

-2 points for each Time Violation
-2 points for each Rule Violation

H)  Any individual participant cannot enter more than one item for each category per NF Convention. Also each participant cannot enter more than two categories at the same bi-annual competition.

“ASL SOLO” CATEGORY RULES
1)  “American Sign Language Solo” is the situation that the participant on stage in ASL does storytelling, or preaches a sermon, or performs a solo drama, or shares a song, or does a poem.  The participant must write on the registration form which kind of solo he/she will do.  It should be the kind of presentation that could be done in ministry with any Deaf group or church.  It should use ASL linguistic features and not be in English word order.

2)  It must correlate and support the convention theme EXCEPT for sharing a song which must be Biblically based.  It must be an original work.

3)  There is a time limit of 7 minutes.  Participant will have 90 seconds to set up any equipment or props used, and 90 seconds to tear down the equipment or props.

4)  Participant must know enough ASL to communicate with all judges and coordinators.

5)  The participant must maintain a professional appearance.  Clothes, accessories, equipment, or props must not create visual distractions.  Costume make-up is not allowed as facial appearance is important in ASL.

6)  Songs may or may not use an English musical sound track.  No live musicians are allowed.

“ASL GROUP” CATEGORY RULES
1)  “American Sign Language Group” is the situation that 2-6 participants on stage in ASL do storytelling, or perform a drama, or share a song, or do a poem.  All participants must write on the registration form which kind of group event they will do.  It should be the kind of presentation that could be done in ministry with any Deaf group or church.  It should use ASL linguistic features and not be in English word order.

2)  It must correlate and support the convention theme EXCEPT for sharing a song which must be Biblically based.  It must be an original work.

3) There is a time limit of 10 minutes.  Participants will have 90 seconds to set up any equipment or props used, and 90 seconds to tear down the equipment or props.

4)  Participants must know enough ASL to communicate with all judges and coordinators.

5) The participants must maintain a professional appearance.  Clothes, accessories, equipment, or props must not create visual distractions.  Costumes and costume make-up are not allowed.

6)  Songs may or may not use an English musical sound track.  No live musicians are allowed.

“TWO-DIMENSIONAL ART” CATEGORY RULES
1)  “Two-Dimensional Art” is a drawing, painting, photograph, or graphic design work done by an individual.  The participant must write on the registration form which kind of art work will be done.  It should be the kind of visual presentation that would inspire and bless any Deaf group or church.  

2)  It may or may not support the convention theme but it must be Biblically based.  It must be a completely original work by the participant, and no stock art is permitted.

3)  Participant will bring his/her art work and check in with the Deaf Arts coordinator at the National Deaf Convention and find out where he/she should display it.  On-site check-in closes at on June 22nd, 2010 at 10:00 AM.  The art work will remain on display during the two days of the Deaf Arts competition.

4)  Participant must know enough ASL to communicate with all judges and coordinators.

5)  The size of any art work in this category can be no smaller than 4 x 6 inches.  It can be no larger than 32 x 32 inches.  This does not count the frame or additional display materials.  No glass is permitted for the art work, frame, or display materials.  Participant is responsible to make sure the display is sturdy and not easy bumped or knocked over.

6)  Each “two-dimensional art” category work must have a typed information page attached to it.  If this information is missing, the participant will have a 2-point deduction per judge.  The page must include:
	* Participant’s name
	* Category name and sub-type of work (drawing, painting, photograph, or graphic design)
	* Kind of medium (such as oil paints, acrylics, charcoal, graphic design bulletin, webpage, etc.)
	* Explanation of how it was created
	* Church name, city, and state

7)  If a photograph is done, it should be single-frame, single-exposure, and no typing fonts added.
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In 2010, the three categories will all be called “exhibition categories”.  Exhibition means like a test – and this whole program of Deaf Arts is brand new under the National Deaf Culture Fellowship.  This is done to allow participants to be evaluated in areas that may become official categories in the future.  There will be recognition at the National Deaf Convention and on the NF website, but no scholarships will be awarded.

For questions or more information about the Deaf Arts, contact –

Jeanne Behm, Coordinator	866-321-8220 VP                       jbehm3@gmail.com


2010 NATIONAL DEAF CONVENTION “Deaf Arts” Registration

Mail this form and your payment by May 15, 2010.  Write your check to “NF”.  
Mail to:	National Deaf Culture Fellowship
		1640 Broadway Street					
		Vallejo, CA  94590
Cost for entry -- 	$20 per person for ASL Solo or Two-Dimensional Art
			$10 per person for ASL Group members
 (
PARTICIPANT INFORMATION
)


Name 						 Grade		 Birth Date___/___/___ Gender  M___  F___
Mailing Address 												
Phone Number (	)			   VP  TTY  Voice    E-mail					
Home Church and City/State										
I understand the Deaf Arts rules and agree to 	I support this participant in Deaf Arts and he/she
follow the rules.  I will accept the decision of		has been attending our Assembly the judges and Arts Coordinator.       					the Deaf for at least 6 months.

													
                   My Signature					Youth Pastor or Pastor’s Signature

						 (if under age 18, parent signature is also required)
 (
CHOOSE CATEGORY
)



 (
1
)
ASL SOLO
· Storytelling
· Sermon
· Drama
· Song
· Poem
 (
GROUP INFORMATION
)
ASL GROUP
· Storytelling
· Drama
· Song
· Poem


TWO-DIMENSIONAL ART
· Drawing
· Painting
· Photograph
· Graphic Design
· 


If you are doing “ASL Group”, list the names here.  (Only one group per registration form, please.)

														

														

														

														

														
 (
For Office Use Only
Amount Paid_________________   Date Postmarked________________________
_ Check
 Number_______________
                     
($20 per ASL solo or Two-Dimensional Art entry;   $10 per person in ASL Group entry)
)
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